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evil.1 The Toradyas of Central Celebes are very unwilling
to mention their own names, the names of their parents and
chiefs, and above all the names of their parents-in-law.a
Among the natives of British New Guinea " there is a marked
reluctance to mention the individual name of any person re-
lated by marriage, and in their intercourse the natives never
do so. At every marriage they make at least a tacit agreement
to discontinue using the personal names in such cases, and at
times this is confirmed by means of the karea-rite. There is a
similar reluctance to tell a person's own name. In both cases
it often happened, when I asked some man for a name he
ought not to pronounce, that he would turn to somebody else
present, requesting him to say it. It was impossible for
me to get the native explanation of this avoidance ; the
only answer I obtained was that the people were c shame ' to
utter the names of persons with whose daughter or sister they
were holding sexual intercourse." 3 In British New Guinea,
" Fifteen years ago the Port Moresby native was very un-
willing to tell you his name. He always got a friend to tell
you his name. Possibly there was some magical idea at the
back of this. The name and the individual are closely iden-
tified in native thought. At the present time names are
given without much reluctance." 4
Among the Kai of Northern New Guinea etiquette forbids
a man to ask another to mention his own name. Such a
question would greatly embarrass the person addressed.
Parents-in-law and children-in-law may not mention each
others' names, and men who have gone through the ceremony
of initiation together may not mention each other's names.
A person who has uttered one of these forbidden names is
believed to run the risk of dying by consumption. And he
must atone for his offence by paying the person whom he has
named a fine, consisting of a spear, or a pot, or something of
the kind.5 In Mala, one of the South-East Solomon Islands,
" when a man is asked his name he seldom gives a direct
answer. If someone else is present he will turn towards him
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